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SUB J : KAGOSHIMA BID FOR JAPAN-TAIWAN AIR SERVICE TERMINUS 

NISHI NIHON SHIMBUN REPORTED THAT GOVERNOR SUBURO KANEMARU OF KAGOSHI 

MA 

PREFECTURE CALLED ON CABINET SECRETARY IDE ON JULY 18TH WITH STRONG 
REQUEST THAT KAGOSHIMA BE JAPAN TERMINUS OF JAPAN-TAIWAN AIR SERVICE 
(WHATEVER FORM IT EVENTUALLY TAKES). KANEMARU LATER REPEATED THIS HOP 
E 

AT NEWS CONFERENCE. TAIWAN APPARENTLY WANTS ENTRY INTO FUKUOKA VERY 
MUCH. BUT FUKUOKA, WHICH ( LIKE SEVERAL OTHER CITIES IN WESTERN JAPAN 

), 

CONSIDERS ITSELF LOGICAL GATEWAY TO MAINLAND, RELUCTANT TO ACCEDE. 
ALTHOUGH NEWSPAPER REPORTS FUKUOKA PREFECTURE AS MAJOR OBSTACLE TO 
TAIWAN'S WISHES, WE FEEL FAIRLY SURE CITY IS REAL HANG UP. FUKUOKA 
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DEPUTY MAYOR RYUSUKE TAKEDA TOLD PRESS LAST WEEK THAT TAIWAN 
WANTED TO USE FUKUOKA'S ITAZUKE AS ENTRY INTO JAPAN, BUT THAT IF 
IT HURT RELATIONS WITH MAINLAND, CITY WOULD BE "IN VERY DIFFICULT 
POSITION." OFFICIAL OF CITY'S INTERNATIONAL SECTION TOLD US JULY 22 
THAT FUKUOKA'S SISTER CITY AFFILIATION WITH CANTON WAS MAIN PROBLEM. 

FUKUOKA PREFECTURE'S GOVERNOR KAMEI HAS PASSED BUCK TO CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT. WHEN QUESTIONED BY SOCIALIST PREFECTURAL ASSEMBLYMAN ABOU 
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PREFECTURE'S STANCE IN MATTER, KAMEI SAID HE WAS BASICALLY IN 
AGREEMENT WITH DEPUTY MAYOR TAKEDA'S STATEMENT, BUT, IN ANY CASE, 
MATTER HAS TO BE DECIDED BY JAPANESE GOVERNMENT, NOT FUKUOKA PREFECTU 
RE. 

KAGOSHIMA PREFECTURAL OFFICIAL CONFIRMED GIST OF GOVERNOR KANEMARU 
'S 

STATEMENT TO US. REASONS GOVERNOR WANTS TAIWAN AIR SERVICE SO MUCH IS 
FAIRLY SIMPLE, HE SAID. IN ADDITION TO OBVIOUS TOURIST BENEFITS, 

GOVERNOR IS VERY ANXIOUS TO ENHANCE KAGOSHIMA’S IMAGE AS INTERNATIONA 
L 

CITY AND TOURIST CENTER, HE TAKES ACTIVE, PERSONAL INTEREST IN THIS. 

AND DISCUSSED AIR NAURU'S REQUEST FOR STOPOVER IN GUAM WITH AMBASSADO 
R 

IN MARCH. IN ADDITION TO TWO AIR NAURU FLIGHTS, KAGOSHIMA HAS TWO JAL 
INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS TO HONG KONG WEEKLY. IF KANEMARU HAS ANYTHING 
TO SAY ABOUT IT, KAGOSHIMA, IN SPITE OF ITS RATHER INCONVENIENT 
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LOCATION, COULD VERY WELL BEAT OUT NAGOYA, OTHER PRINCIPAL 
POSSIBILITY FOR STOP FOR JAPAN-TAIWAN AIR SERVICE. 

RICHARDSON 
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